
Ika Nigeria, Feb. 25, 2015 

Dear friends, family, and especially our prayer partners. 

While Lois and Ben were in Lokoja, our capital city doing a little business yesterday, they 
learned that an American missionary serving in the area had recently been kidnaped. Lokoja is 
a three and a half hour drive from Ika, we go there often for business. We have friends, and 
missionary friends living and working there, so it feels very close to home for us.  This is very 
disturbing news... Kogi State normally so quiet, to have violence and insecurity step up to this 
level so close to friends, family, and home. 

Since then we have learned that Phyllis Sortor, of 
Free Methodist World Missions was abducted by 
masked gunmen Monday morning.  Phyllis the Na-
tional Coordinator for International Child Care Minis-
tries (ICCM) for Nigeria was taken from the Hope 
Academy compound in Emiworo, Kogi State, Nige-
ria. The U.S. Embassy has been notified, and the 
State Department and the FBI are working with local 
authorities to find and rescue her. Follow this link to 
read more about Phyllis. 

(http://fmcusa.org/fmwm/missionaries/sortor/) 

We are sharing this information with you, to ask for 
prayers. Especially prayers for the safety and quick 
release of Phyllis, and prayers for the authorities 
working the case. We don’t know Phyllis but we can 
certainly pray, prayer is the best we all can do for 
God’s servant... so let’s sincerely PRAY! And like our Brother Daniel Ede of the Ministry of 
Mercy Orphanages in Otutulu and Lokoja says, "We share this with you to hopefully intensify 
your prayers for us and for other missionaries."  

As for Lois, Ben, and I, we are fine, we are not frightened, and we will be careful for our safe-
ty.  Please join us in prayer, asking the Lord to help us to carefully and wisely commit all 
things into HIS hands. Trusting HIM we believe is key to pressing forward in serving HIM. 
Trusting HIM and believing that HIS hand will not be short on faithfully keeping HIS promis-
es... especially to be right here with us - always!   

Thanking you in advance for your love and concern and your prayers. 
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Ika Nigeria, Feb. 22, 2015 

An Update - The Ika Mission Land Encroachment Issue. 

The light at the end of the tunnel grows brighter, thanks to prayers with patience, strengthened 

with God's love and faithfulness. This land encroachment issue here at Ika, has quietly gone on 

for a long time. It's genesis was in May 2006, when a church elder (not ours) teamed up with 

Moslem families in the town to claim mission land. Strange things happen when your walk is 

away from God, and truth will no doubt win... no matter how eventually.  

Ephesians 6:12 tells us "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 

high places." Brothers and sisters, these are very fitting practical words to us over here. Charms 

and spells, or 'medicine', as it is often referred to; invoking the powers of darkness, fills hearts 

with fear, and still seriously influences lives. Sadly a chief player in the opposition team is in-

volved in this business. Sadly for him, because of how tightly the prince of darkness holds on to 

his soul. But imagine the wonderful testimony, and how exciting things are going to be when to 

the praise, and to the glory, and to the honor of God... when the Light of the world, our Lord Je-

sus, and our Savior outshines it all! 

A couple more meetings are coming up this week. They are not high level, but they are quite 

significant. The opposition is definitely weakening. They are obviously feeling their founda-

tions shaking. They have adopted another strategy and even resorted to more intimidation. Wor-

ry not, just pray! This is just another challenge that prayer, patience, and trusting the Lord will 

surely see us through. 

Our trust and our hope is in the Lord! 

Our words, our arguments, and our 

points-of-fact are feeble... they're just 

words, if God is not with us. Know-

ing you are praying is more encourag-

ing than words can express. Please 

pray for all of us serving God here, 

and for his work. May the, "One God 

and Father of all, who is above all, 

and through all, and in you [us] all. 

(Eph 4:6) guide and help us. May His 

love shine through, and His glory out-

shine it all! 
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Pray and Praise God. HIS Work Goes On! 

On Monday 12, 2015, Bible School graduates convened here at Ika for their annual reunion. 

This meeting is of growing significance to our brethren. It is their time of special fellowship. 

Brothers and sisters who have endured, some who have suffered a lot before graduating, now 

as they lean forward into the race, their higher calling, this a time of joyous fellowship. This is 

their "time out" to pray and share news of victories and needs. It is a time very dear to many of 

them. 

The primary goal of the Ika Bible School is to train up men and women in the Word of God, as 

servants of the Lord who will not be ashamed. Men and women who can and will go out and 

press on serving and impacting home assemblies with sound Bible doctrine. This goal is being 

realized, and in the next few days of ministry 

and opportunities to share and encourage, 

hearts and minds will be lifted up and refueled 

to press on for Jesus.  

Please pray with us: May the Lord bless each 

and every one here. May he give them health 

and strength, wisdom and words, determina-

tion and the resources they need for family and 

ministry. Go with them and before them, O 

Lord. Surround them Lord with grace, mercy, 

and truth, that they may reach out as more than 

conquers; winning souls, and building up the 

Church of God. Amen 

 
Ika Nigeria, Feb. 12, 2015 

 

Facebook Post - February 12, 2015 


